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Sunday School Attendance 

 Date        Members    Visitors    Total 

Aug 31  149       9        158 

Sept 7  191     19            208 

Sept 14 178     11        189 

Sept 21 183            5        188 

Contact Us:  

info@centralcarthage.com 

903-693-7181 

Fax 903-693-2380 

centralcarthage.com 

Steve Jackson 
 Pastor  

903-241-6500                                                                                                                   

Paul Gwinn 
Minister of Edu/Admin               

Eric Lawrence  
Minister of Music  
Lynn Puryear  

 Minister to Children 

Financial Update 

Budget Requirements  
 $663,874.82 
Budget Receipts  
 $631,611.18 
Budget Deficit   
 $  32,263.64 
  

Budget Receipts  
 $631,611.18 
Budget Expenses  
 $614,368.24 
Actual Surplus 9/23/2014 
 $   17,242.94 
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October is for Outreach 
Actually every month with more than twenty-eight days and 
each day of the week that ends in “y” are great for inviting 
people to God’s church. It just happens that October has 
extra potential!  

Brandon Heath and City Harbor will be in concert at Central 
October 1 at 6 pm. Brandon Heath is incredibly well-known, 
getting lots of radio airplay on Christian Radio. There will be 
many from several hours away who drive to hear this acoustic 
concert. Young and old alike will enjoy the music, but the 

most important part will be Brandon’s presentation of the Gospel message. Invite 
your neighbors and co-workers! 

Bill Tolar will return October 4-5 with a study of the book of Colossians. Read those 
four chapters ahead of time and invite friends to hear this talented teacher present 
insight on Scripture like only he can. 

Hans Polk, a Jewish-Christian Holocaust Survivor will present a program Sunday 
evening, October 12. As a small child, Hans’ parents hid him as they were arrested 
and sent to their deaths in Nazi Concentration Camps. The story of God’s grace 
through his life that followed as well as lessons to be learned from the Holocaust will 
inspire you and your guests. 

Moses, Director of Africa Anchor of Hope in Rwanda will be present Wednesday 
noon, October 15. His PowerPoint slides and first hand account of the ministry of the 
orphanage and the civil war in his area will expand our world. 

Bring a Friend Day in Sunday Morning Bible Study (Connections) and worship 
October 26 is a new take on the traditional “High Attendance Day” in Sunday School. 
That evening we will celebrate our annual “Boots, Bible, and BBQ.” This year we will 
move to Chris and Nedra Mauritzen’s place in Clayton. Extra tents, games, food, and 
music make this a wonderful tradition. But our main purpose is to provide an 
opportunity for new people to get to know the great people at Central. So invite your 
friends here as well! 

Finally, over the past several years, more young families have entered the fuller life 
of Central through the front door of the annual Fall Festival than from any other 
avenue. Halloween night this year is on a hometown, Football Friday night! So rather 
than miss this wonderful opportunity, we will begin at 5:00! We need happy greeters, 
trunk decorators, pop-corn chefs, cake walk callers, registration-ers … as well as 
broom handle movers and trash picker-upers! All for the sake of Jesus’ grand gospel 
that brings eternal life.  

Your pastor and friend, 

Steve 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

Lawrence 
Thompson, III 

Juliann Daniel 

October 1: Brandon Heath Concert 
October 3: ‘Shake the Can’ for Mission Carthage 
October 4-5: Church-wide Bible Study (Colossians) 
October 12: Hams Polk speaks 
October 13: Rusk-Panola Association Annual Meeting 
October 15: Anchor of Hope speaker, Moses 
October 19: Regular Business Meeting 
October 23: Pre-schoolers to Pumpkin Patch 
October 26: ‘Bring a Friend Day’ 
         Boots, Bibles & BBQ 
October 28: KEY to Branson @ Bethany 
October 31: Trunk or Treat 

Steve Jackson, Pastor 
pastor@centralcarthage.com 

903-241-6500 

 



CONNECT WITH GOD. CONNECT WITH PEOPLE. 

Hans Polk 
Holocaust Survivor 

Born 1937 in Amsterdam, Netherlands to an 
orthodox Jewish family, Hans Polk is now a 
Protestant. He  will relate his recollections as 
a survivor of the Holocaust 

Sunday  

October 12 

6:00pm 

7 

Paul Gwinn 
Min of Educ/Admin 

paulgwinn@centralcarthage.com    cell 903-241-6502 

CONNECT WITH GOD. CONNECT WITH PEOPLE. 2 

We will have our monthly SS Leadership Meeting on Oct. 26th @ 8:30am in the  
Activities Center Gym. As always we will have donuts, coffee, juice and milk.  

Remember we learn better together. Call Paul if you are unable to attend: 903-241-6502 

Key  
Ministries 

Church-wide 
Bible Study 

October 4 & 5 
Dr. Bill Tolar 
ColossiansColossians  

Saturday, October 4 
  4:00pm—Session 1 
  5:30pm—Family Meal 
  6:00pm—Session 2 

Sunday, October 5 
10:45—Morning message/Dr. Tolar 

Noon—Family Meal 
1:00pm—Session 3 

Child care is not available for any session 

 

Moses, serving with Africa Anchor of Hope in 

Rwanda, Africa, will speak  Wednesday, 

October 15 during the mid-day worship 

time. 

Branson @ Bethany 

October 28, 2014  

Show at 2pm 

Camp Bethany 
 

Cost $15 

Includes Dinner 
 

Meet at Activities Center  
@ 12:30pm, Leave @ 12:45pm 

 

Total of 28 Tickets Available 

Sign up and Pay by 

Sunday, October 5, 2014 
No Refunds after October 6th 

“Would you like to come to church with me sometime?” 
 

Few Christians would disagree with the principle of this question. We might even agree 
that inviting people to church is a key part of evangelism and central to the mission of 
any church body. And get this, people actually want to be invited to church, too: 9 out of 
10 unchurched people say they would come to church if invited, according to researcher 
Thom Rainer. 
 

The only problem is, we rarely ask the question. This next stat is a tough pill to swallow: 
about 1 in 5 of us churchgoers invites someone to church in the course of a year, per 
Rainer. We might have someone who could be totally up for it right in front of us, 
practically beckoning us to invite them; instead we hesitate and hem and haw and 
sometimes don’t even get the words out of our mouths. 
 

People want to be invited to church, and they’ll come if we do, and we’re not doing it. 
There’s only one probable explanation: fear. Fear of what they’ll think of us for going, 
fear of what they think of our church, fear of what they’ll think of us if they come and 
don’t like it. Truth be told, some of those fears might come to happen—but it’s still fear 
of man, and that’s not a valid reason for us to deny an opportunity to Jesus’ mission. 
 

Here are eight tips to get around the fear that has stood in your way up to now: 
 

1. Pray you’d have God’s heart for the lost. 

2. Pray for courage. 

3. Pray for specific people. 

4. Remember your own calling. 

5. Remember the gospel. 

6. Trust in the power of the gospel to save. 

7. Know that sharing the hope of eternity is loving. 

8. Know that it’s not about you. 
 

“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching?” Romans 10:14  
 

On Sunday, October 26th you and I have the great opportunity to bring a friend to 
church.  Whom does God want you and I to invite to church to hear the gospel this fall?  
 

More of this article @  

marshill.com/2013/08/29/How-to-get-over-the-fear-of-inviting-people-to-church 

HOW TO GET OVER  

THE FEAR OF INVITING  

PEOPLE TO CHURCH 

Dallas Arboretum 
November 3! 

Cost: $35.00 (Lunch, entrance fee and transportation) 

Join us as we travel November 3rd to the Dallas 

Arboretum to see 50,000+ pumpkins and 150,000+ 

blooming flowers. We will leave at 8:30am. Lunch is 

at the Arboretum (menus are available). Departure is 

at 2:30pm to arrive in Carthage no later than 

5:00pm. 

Space is limited, so sign up today! 
Contact Eric for more  information at 

eric@ centralcarthage.com/903.241.6503 

https://www.buildingchurchleaders.com/articles/2004/102704.html?start=2
https://www.buildingchurchleaders.com/articles/2004/102704.html?start=2

